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Montana University System College Preparatory vs. Rigorous Core Requirements 

Course College Prep Requirements (Minimum Core) Rigorous Core Requirements 
Mathematics 3 years:  Algebra I, geometry, and algebra II (or the 

sequential content equivalent); students are 
encouraged to take a math course in the senior 
year. 

4 years:  The Minimum Core and a course beyond 
algebra II or integrated math IV (such as 
trigonometry, pre-calculus, calculus, computer 
math, or integrated math VI).  All must have grades 
of "C" or better. 

English 4 years:  In each year, the course content should 
have an emphasis upon the development of written 
and oral communication skills and literature. 

4 years:  In addition to the Minimum Core, a 
designated college-prep or research-writing course 
is recommended. 

Science 2 years:  One year must be earth science, biology, 
chemistry, or physics; the other year can be one of 
those sciences or another approved college 
preparatory laboratory science. 

3 years:  Full year of each:  General or earth 
science; biology; chemistry or physics. 

Social 
Studies  

3 Years:  The courses shall include required global 
studies (such as world history or world geography); 
required American history; and an additional year 
in economics, problems of democracy, psychology, 
sociology, tribal government, Indian history.  

3 years:  The Minimum Core with the 
recommendation of an additional one half year or 
more of other courses such as psychology, 
humanities. 

Electives 2 years:  World language (preferable 2 years), 
computer science, visual and performing arts, or 
career/technical education units. 

3 years from the following:  World language (2 
years), computer science, visual and performing 
arts, or career/technical education units. 

High schools may select courses offered by the Montana Digital Academy to complete their rigorous core or Regents' College 
Preparatory Programs, http://montanadigitalacademy.org/.  

To find your high school’s approved college preparatory curriculum listing, please visit the Office of Public Instruction website at 
http://gems.opi.mt.gov/SitePages/SchoolInfo.aspx.   


